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The rate at which electrical and electronic waste 
equipment is increasingly becoming obsolete is 
alarming. This development is a�ributed to 

so�ware updates, func�onality updates, compa�bility 
factors, changes in consumer behaviour and planned 
obsolescence (deliberately designed by a product 
manufacturer intended at reducing the product's 
lifespan while increasing its

replacement rate). Manufacturers o�en introduce 
planned obsolescence by incorpora�ng digital locks, 
c o p y r i g h t e d  s o � w a r e , 
incompa�ble screws and 
gluing components. This does 
not only shorten the lifespan of 
the products they produce but 
makes it almost impossible to 
repair them when the need 
arises. Consequently, new 
electronics produced under 
improved technology fail fast 
and become electronic waste 
(e-waste).

E-waste is the fastest growing 
waste stream globally and it 
has grievous implica�ons on 
h u m a n  h e a l t h  a n d  t h e 
ecosystem, especially when 
not securely managed by 
knowledge-ab le  e -waste 
managers with the required 
t o o l s  a n d  m a c h i n e r y .  
Presently, about 53.6 million 
tonnes of e-waste is generated annually in the world. 
This figure is forecasted to rise to 74.7 million tonnes by 
the year 2030. The growing increase in e-waste paves 
way for exponen�al exploita�on of raw materials which 
are finite in nature, hard to extract and o�en mined 
under environmentally and socially destruc�ve 
condi�ons. For instance, smartphones, tablets and 
some other electronics contain rare earth metals and 
other non-renewables. These precious materials are 
found in ores associated with uranium and their refining 
processes threaten the environment.

To avert this huge threat dangling over natural 
resources, a joint effort by stakeholders including 
consumers, manufacturers, e-waste recycling 
companies,  government and other  re levant 

stakeholders is required. Firstly, manufacturers must 
design more durable products considering resource 
efficiency and give clear guidelines regarding their most 
efficient use, re-use, repair and the recycling of their 
products. To ensure compliance, there is need for 
government(s) to strictly enforce policies and industry 
ac�ons that elongate product lifespans and reduce 
environmental threats. Furthermore, consumers should 
not be swayed by latest gadgets but rather should be 
encouraged to choose products that are more durable 
and offer repair op�ons. Finally, in the event that the 

product becomes obsolete, 
it  must be taken to a 
secure, environmentally 
friendly and approved e-
w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t 
company for responsible 
recycling or disposal.

E - Te r ra  Te c h n o l o g i e s 
Limited is an example of a 
leading, interna�onal, 
m u l � - a wa rd - w i n n i n g , 
Nigerian e-waste recycling 
c o m p a n y  w i t h  c o r e 
ex p e r � s e  i n  t h e  e co -
f r i e n d l y  e - w a s t e 
management of numerous 
types of e-waste; providing 
not only e-waste recycling 
s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  a l s o 
refurbishing and data 
destruc�on solu�ons in 
alignment with the global 

vision of a safer and greener planet. Cer�ficates of 
Compliance of E-waste Management backed by the 
Federal Ministry of Environment and the Na�onal 
Environmental Standards and Regula�ons Enforcement 
Agency (NESREA) are also issued by the leading e-waste 
recycling company in Nigeria.

As you dip into this edi�on of the newsle�er, I encourage 
everyone to play their part in ensuring that the dangers 
of the  e-waste surge is averted. This can be done by 
ensuring that we dispose our e-waste consciously 
through only government cer�fied/approved recyclers 
like E-Terra Technologies Limited.
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CEO’S REMARKS
I bring you warm gree�ngs from E-Terra Technologies Ltd.

Dr. Ifeanyi Ochonogor 

Happy reading!!!

Kindly share your comments and sugges�ons with us at
info@eterra.com.ng.



E-TERRA Newsletter www.eterra.com.ng 

DATA SECURITY VIA ITAD
Irrespec�ve of your type of business, staying on top of your industry while ensuring that your 
business is safe and secure requires the right compu�ng equipment. Hardware and so�ware are 
increasingly being used to run businesses, store sensi�ve data and communicate with clients for 
maximum sa�sfac�on. 

Indeed technological advancements, business expansion, increasingly limited opera�onal life 
amongst other factors have accelerated the replacement frequency of these devices. This 
expedi�ous replacement has made dealing with IT recycling and disposal an urgent issue when 
considering e-waste. 

It is worthy of note that while some of these IT assets will make it to their end-of-life, some IT 
assets will be upgraded and others will be replaced before they become obsolete. However, the 
ques�on of what to do with unwanted, re�ring or end-of-life IT asset is one which most individuals 
and corporate organiza�ons have no clue about. Consequent to this is the improper storage of 
considerable amounts of e-waste at homes and offices, resul�ng in serious health challenges, 
data security as well as environmental risks. 

Furthermore, though replacing and upda�ng IT assets might be simple, recycling and disposing 
them in a sustainable manner devoid of harm to man and nature, while safeguarding confiden�al 
data is a complex and expensive process that can only be achieved via the implementa�on of the 
Informa�on Technology Asset Disposi�on (ITAD); a process that is built around reusing, recycling, 
repairing and disposing of unwanted or obsolete IT devices in a safe and environmentally 
responsible way. ITAD ensures data security by following best prac�ces for thorough data 
dele�on. 

Hence, it is a risk mi�ga�ng strategy that ensures compliance with exis�ng laws and regula�ons. 
Meanwhile, there is need for organiza�ons to expunge poten�ally confiden�al data from end-of-
life storage media before disposal to avoid exposure to proprietary corporate informa�on and 
other data regulated by federal and state law. Failure to do this can lead to data breach and 
penal�es can be steep. 

Given the common nature of data breaches and the legal liability of improper IT asset disposal, it 
has become impera�ve for organiza�ons to partner with the right  ITAD enterprise. In choosing an 
ITAD partner, it is per�nent to choose one that is commi�ed to environmental sustainability and 
also guarantees full and secured data erasure or destruc�on. It is also advisable to review and 
query firm's previous projects together with their permits and cer�ficates from relevant bodies, 
such as NESREA and LASEPA amongst others.

One of such ITAD vendor is E-Terra Technologies Limited; Nigeria's leading indigenous eco-friendly 
electrical and electronic waste (e-waste) management and data-destruc�on Company. Please 
visit  www.eterra.com.ng for more informa�on.

http://www.eterra.com.ng
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Ever thought of the materials used in manufacturing your electrical and electronic equipment like smart phones, 
tablets, refrigerators, air condi�oners, laptops, computers and other consumer electronics? How conversant are 
you with the environmental impact these devices have, including their health hazards to us humans? 

While you might not be in control of the design of these electronics, it is per�nent to be knowledgeable about what 
they are made of. This is because a good understanding of what cons�tutes these appliances as well as their effects 
on both man and nature is necessary for op�mum decisions regarding their purchase, use, re-use, and recycling or 
responsible disposal.

Please be informed that Rare-Earth Elements (REEs) such as neodymium, dysprosium, europium and heavy metals 
like pla�num, silver, gold, copper, iron, nickel and cobalt are used in electronics to give them certain desirable 
proper�es. REEs and non-renewables' heavy metals are finite, hard to reach and hazardous to extract as they occur 
in proximity to deposit ores, o�en associated with uranium and thorium. Their refining processes make use of 
solvents and chemicals that pose serious environmental risks. However, these material find widespread 
applica�ons in green technologies such as the manufacture of wind turbines, solar panels, electric cars and hybrid 
cars. Their demand is also on the rise and is expected to con�nue given the tandem of demand for hi-tech products 
and the search for long term or sustainable solu�ons to climate change.

In addi�on to the REEs and the precious materials, electronics equally contain harmful substances like arsenic, 
cadmium, chromium, lead, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and flame retardants. PCBs found in different 
electrical equipment are significantly the most important due to their ubiquitous, organic nature as well as their 
toxicity. Their produc�on has been banned in the United States since 1979 by the Toxic Substances Control Act 
(TSCA). The ban notwithstanding, PCBs are s�ll present in old electrical appliances, cable insula�ons, fluorescent 
light ballasts, transformers, switches, electromagnets and capacitors. Polychlorinated biphenyls do not break up 
easily in the environment and are easily transported to long distances. Thus, they are found in water bodies, air, 
land, food crops and even on the bodies of small organisms. Inves�ga�ons by the United States Environmental 
Protec�on Agency (EPA), shows that PCBs cause cancer in animals and are probable human carcinogens.

Are you now alarmed? Allow me to educate you further on this issue. When hi-tech products are no longer in use as 
a result of shorter life span and advancement of more a�rac�ve features, designs and compa�bility, they become e-
waste. E-waste has become the fastest growing waste stream in the world and a major blight in the electronic 
industry. Although it accounts for only a small frac�on of the total solid waste by volume, it contributes more than 
seventy percent (70%) in terms of toxicity. Given their noxious nature as well as the disrup�on to human health and 
the ecosystem, the disposal of e-waste in landfills has become officially illegal in developed na�ons. However, 
though some developing countries like Nigeria have enacted laws banning same, a major chunk of e-waste s�ll 
either ends up in landfills or are incinerated openly, releasing harmful materials into the environment.

Improper e-waste handling and disposal has deleterious effects on human health and the environment. According 
to the World Economic Forum (WEF) Global Risks Report 2022, environmental risks are perceived to be the most 
cri�cal long term threats to the world, as well as the most poten�ally damaging to people and the environment. To 
ameliorate this treat, increasing informa�on campaigns aimed at consumer enlightenment on e-waste 
composi�on, e-waste mismanagement as well as their health challenges is cri�cal. Emphasis must be laid on the re-
use and proper recycling or disposal of hazardous electronics waste (e-waste). In addi�on, an incen�ve driven 
system that integrates the informal sector with the formal sector in collec�on, treatment and appropriate e-waste 
disposal is needed. Furthermore, exis�ng e-waste legisla�on must be more effec�vely enforced.  
Now that you are aware, please think twice before selling or disposing your e-waste to unauthorized e-waste 
vendors. Ensure you dispose your e-waste to only Government approved and scru�nized e-waste recycling 
companies like E-Terra Technologies Limited. Please visit 

UNDERSTANDING YOUR HI-TECH PRODUCT

www.eterra.com.ng for more informa�on.



Our sister company, the E-waste Relief Founda�on (ERF), held an e-waste awareness walk 
recently in Yaba, Lagos. The walk, organized in partnership with the Red Cross Society, Lagos 
State Environmental Protec�on Agency (LASEPA), Lagos State Waste Management Agency 
(LAWMA) and E-Terra Technologies Ltd took place as part of the founda�on's drive to promote 
awareness and a call to ac�on concerning the problem of irresponsible disposal of end of life, 
old and outdated electrical & electronic devices such as phones, computers, tablets, music 
players, household equipment and electrical wiring, including sensi�ve media storage devices 
like hard drives, tapes and more, all popularly referred to as e-waste. 

E-Terra Technologies Ltd joined the walk as part of her 2021 corporate social responsibility drive 
to reach out to the ci�zens of communi�es in the Yaba LCDA area of Lagos State to explain the 
several health challenges posed by the constant release of harmful toxins like mercury, lead 
amongst other heavy metals into the environment through the indiscriminate burning and 
dumping of e-waste at different dumpsites around the State.

During the walk, emphasis was laid on exis�ng e-waste laws enacted by government for the 
establishment of Professional E-waste Recycling companies like E-TERRA to provide responsible 
e-waste management services to communi�es, individuals and organiza�ons, thus tackling the 
incessant environmental pollu�on caused by this par�cular type of waste and also educa�ng 
the public on ways to manage E-waste generated from households and ul�mately improving 
the quality of life.

E-Terra Technologies Ltd is commi�ed to promo�ng and upholding the principles of 
sustainability entrenched in the responsible management of e-waste and developing a zero e-
waste a�tude in our way of living. Please visit  for more informa�on and www.eterra.com.ng
follow us on all our social media pla�orms to learn more about our responsible, ecofriendly e-
waste management and recycling services; also know how to play your part in protec�ng our 
environment and ul�mately, our health. 

Below are some pictures from the Awareness Walk.
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E-WASTE RELIEF FOUNDATION HOLDS 
E-WASTE AWARENESS WALK (NEWS)   
E-WASTE RELIEF FOUNDATION HOLDS 
E-WASTE AWARENESS WALK (NEWS)   

http://www.eterra.com.ng
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E-Terra Technologies Limited prides itself as Nigeria's leading, indigenous eco-friendly 
electronic waste (e-waste) management and data destruc�on company; offering data 
destruc�on (shredding/disintegra�on) and e-waste recycling solu�ons in alignment with 
the global vision of a safer business environment and a greener planet. One of the 
company's core services is assis�ng businesses, government ins�tu�ons and communi�es 
GO GREEN by securely evacua�ng and responsibly disposing their unwanted electronic and 
electrical equipment in a manner that does not harm man and the environment. This 
exercise begins with proper inventory taking followed by secure evacua�on, expert 
material handling following interna�onal health and safety e-waste guidelines and 
ecofriendly disposal/recycling. Below are some photos of an inventory exercise conducted 
by E-TERRA for a client recently. 

E-WASTE INVENTORY EXERCISE AT CLIENT'S SITE
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Take ac�on NOW, by reaching out to E-TERRA today. 

 info@eterra.com.ng Enquiries:

 08095784810, 09088071593Tel:


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14

